
 

BIG BOSQUE BIRD BASH, NOV 23 
 

Please join us at Rio Bosque on Saturday, Nov 23 for 
this year’s Big Bosque Bird Bash!  Cooler 
temperatures, widespread water, arriving migratory 
birds and the first signs of fall color make November 
a great time for a walk in the park.  This free 
community event, sponsored by the Friends of the Rio 
Bosque with support from the City of El Paso’s Parks 
and Recreation Department, takes place from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Event headquarters will be the park’s 
visitor center.  Parking will be at the nearby Bosque 
Trailhead, with additional parking available at the 

Wetland and Tornillo trailheads.  Join us for a free 
event with fun activities for the whole family.  Learn 
about our river-valley environment through tours, 
presentations, exhibits and interactive fun for kids.  
You won’t want to miss it!   
 

ON THE WILD SIDE 
 
After mid-March, we saw no sign of the beaver that 
visited the park last winter.  But in early July, one 
returned, our first ever in summer.  Maybe it was the 
same one.  Maybe it never left.  In any  
event, it zeroed in on some willow  
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Friends of the Rio Bosque Membership Application 
 
 ___ Life Member ........................... $1,000 
Name: ___ Wetlands Society .............. $500-$999 
______________________________________ ___ Restoration Patron ............ $250-$499 
Address: ___ Cottonwood Commando ...... $75-$249 
______________________________________ ___ Bosque Booster ........................... $50 
 ___ Family ........................................ $20 
______________________________________ ___ Individual .................................... $15 
E-mail: ___ Student or ___ Senior (62+) ......... $10 
______________________________________ ___ Bosque Buddy (12 and under) ....... $6 
 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Rio Bosque and mail to:  Friends of the 
Rio Bosque, CERM-UTEP, 500 W. University Ave., El Paso, TX  79968-0684. 
 

                
        

 
    

 

In 1997, the U.S. Section of the International Boundary and Water Commission did the site-preparation work for the wetland 
project at Rio Bosque, including rebuilding a former bend of the Rio Grande that once wound through the site.  These 

photos, both taken looking downstream from the road that crosses the old river channel at the Wetland Trailhead, show the 
channel not long after it was rebuilt (Left, Feb 1998) and today (Right, 31 Aug 2019). 

Next Meetings 
Wed., Oct 23 
Wed., Dec 4 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
206 Kelly Hall 

UTEP 
Info: 915-747-8663 

https://research.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=65792
https://research.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=67249
https://research.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=67249


saplings we had protected with plastic tubes to keep 
muskrats from girdling the young trees.  The tubes 
proved no match for the beaver.  Nor did they deter 
gophers from striking from below to dine on recently 
transplanted cottonwood seedlings, as we discovered 
in August.  We lament the losses but understand them.  
They are among the myriad interactions among 
organisms that are shaping the park’s ecosystems 
over time.  The willows, it should be noted, bounced 
right back with new growth.  The cottonwood seed-
lings, though, were completely consumed. 

Recent months brought several new bird species to 
the park, most notably a juvenile Common Black 
Hawk that Ad Konings photographed Sep 14.  New 
mammals are a little harder to come by, but on Sep 12 
we added one when a Western Spotted Skunk 

strolled into the field of view of one of the trail 
cameras Lois Balin is using in her Burrowing Owl 
studies at the park.   
 

WATER NOTES 
 
Since mid-July, the well near the park’s visitor center 
has been down.  Back when our wells were our only 
water source in summer, this loss would have been 
disastrous.  Today, with treated wastewater available 
in summer via the pipeline from the Roberto 
Bustamante Wastewater Treatment Plant and irri-
gation water available from the Riverside Canal, we 
have a much more resilient system.  Thanks, as 
always, go to El Paso Water and El Paso County 
Water Improvement District No. 1 for providing the 
water that sustains Rio Bosque’s ecosystems!    

RIO BOSQUE CALENDAR 
Join us at Rio Bosque for a free walking tour or to help with habitat management or park maintenance.  Coming 
up: 
 OCTOBER   NOVEMBER   DECEMBER  
19 (Sat.) Workday 9 a.m. 9 (Sat.) Introductory Tour 9 a.m. 1 (Sun.) Introductory Tour 3 p.m. 
20 (Sun.) Birding Tour 4 p.m. 16 (Sat.) Workday 9 a.m. 14 (Sat.) Birding Tour 8 a.m. 
26 (Sat.) Introductory Tour 8 a.m. 23 (Sat.) Bosque Bird Bash 10 a.m  
   24 (Sun.) Birding Tour 3 p.m. 

Meeting place for all activities is a bridge crossing the Riverside Canal.  From I-10, take Americas Ave. (Loop 
375) to Pan American Dr., turn left onto Pan American and travel 1.5 miles to the bridge.  Please be prompt.  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.riobosque.org 

John Sproul 915-747-8663 jsproul@utep.edu 

 
Want to help us save postage and paper by receiving 

this newsletter only via e-mail?  Let John know. 
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