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¡ 9th annual report on 
drug violence

¡ Focus on homicide 
and organized crime 
killings

¡ Co-authored by 
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¡ 28,734 homicides in 
2017 (27% increase)

¡ Between 9,883 and 
18,898 organized 
crime killings (at least 
1/3 of all homicides)

¡ Fall of Chapo
Guzman and rise of 
New Generation 
Cartel

MAIN FINDINGS



GENERAL TRENDS 
IN HOMICIDE



Homicide Trends in Mexico, 1990-2017
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Despite early decreases under Peña Nieto, violence is on 
the rise again—in 2015-17 the trend has reversed to 
reach Calderón era levels. 

3 year 
decline

3 year 
resurgenceMulti-year 

surges 

Monthly Comparison: Calderón vs. EPN

116,468 Murders under Peña122,319 Murders under Calderón



Homicide Rate, 1990-2017
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Geographic Distribution of Homicides

2017



Local Centers of Violence: 2016 vs. 2017

Source: SNSP (cases)



THE ROLE OF 
ORGANIZED 

CRIME



Tracking OCG Killings, 1990-2017
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Homicides vs. OCG Killings, 1990-2017
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Homicide rate without OCG Killings, 
2007-2017
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Despite early decreases under Peña Nieto, violence is on 
the rise again—in 2015-17 the trend has reversed to 
reach Calderón era levels. 

Calderón Administration Peña Administration

Monthly Comparison: Calderón vs. EPN

Pax Sinaloa

“Chapo” 
Guzmán
re-captured

“Chapo” 
relocated 
to Juárez

Arrest of Alfredo 
Beltran Leyva

Miguel “Zeta 
40” Treviño
arrested

Benjamin 
Arellano 
Extradition “Chapo” 

Extradition



Source: SNSP. Maps generated by Octavio Rodriguez.

Key OCG Conflict Areas in 2017



Rise of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel



Special Victims: Males, 1990-2017
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Special Victims: Journalists



Special Victims: Mayors



Number of Reported Extortion Cases 
(1997-2014)

Source: SNSP.

0
1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000
7000
8000
9000

Extortion	(SNSP)



Number of Reported Kidnapping Cases 
(1997-2014)

Source: SNSP.
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POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS



1. Better Monitoring of OCG 
Violence

2. Enhancing Policing and 
Prosecutions

3. Special Measures to Address 
Political Violence

4. Reinvigorating Mexico’s Anti-
Corruption Efforts

5. Advancing a Public Health 
Approach to Drugs
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