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A powerful record of Indigenous resistance and historical memory

In 2007, the Department of Homeland Security began condemnation proceed-
ings on the property of Dr. Eloisa Tamez, a Lipan Apache (Ndé) professor, vet-
eran, and title holder to land in South Texas deeded to her ancestors under the
colonial occupation and rule of King Charles III of Spain in 1761, during a time
when Indigenous lands were largely taken and exploited by Spanish colonizers.
Crown grants of lands to Indigenous peoples afforded them the opportunity to
reclaim Indigenous title and control. The federal government wanted Tamez’s land
to build a portion of the “border wall” on the U.S.-Mexico border. She refused. In
2008, the Department of Homeland Security sued her, but she countersued based
on Aboriginal land rights, Indigenous inherent rights, the land grant from Spain,
and human rights. This standoft continued for years, until the U.S. government
forced Tamez to forfeit land for the wall.

In response, Dr. Eloisa Tamez and her daughter, Dr. Margo Tamez, orga-
nized a gathering of Lipan tribal members, activists, lawyers, and allies to meet
in El Calaboz, South Texas. This gathering was a response to the appropriation
of the Tamez family land, but it also provided an international platform to dis-
pute the militarization of Indigenous territory throughout the U.S.-Mexico bor-
dered-lands. The gathering and years of ensuing resistance and activism produced
an archive of scholarly analyses, testimonios, artwork, legal briefs, poetry, and other
cultural productions.

This unique collection spotlights powerful voices and perspectives from Ndé
leaders, Indigenous elders, settler-allies, Native youth, and others associated with
the Tamez family, the Ndé defiance, and the larger Indigenous rights movement to
document their resistance; expose, confront, and end racism and militarization;
and to foreground Indigenous women-led struggles for justice.
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